
2019-20 APUSH Allstars Study Guide 

 

First, it has genuinely been my pleasure going through this journey with you all, and remember that you 

have got this!! 

 

Second, this packet is meant as only one of many study tools that you have at your disposal. This is one 

teacher’s compilation (reduced from 71 pages) and it is important to remember that there is no way 

anyone can learn everything that happened in US history in a survey course. You have all of the 

information necessary to address all of the themes that AP can test you on, but your examples may be 

different from some in the packet, that is totally normal. 

 

Basic Information: 

 

The test will last 45 minutes and consists of 1 DBQ. There will be 30 minutes to login and complete the 

security protocol, and 5 minutes to upload. If you are unable to upload in 5 minutes you will not be 

penalized, but you will not be able to type anything after 45 minutes. 

 

Periods: 

 

Period Date Range 

1 1491-1607 

2 1607-1754 

3 1754-1800 

4 1800-1848 

5 1844-1877 

6 1865-1898 

7 1890-1945 

8 1940-1980 

9 1980-Present 

 

Writing Section: 

● Read the directions! They tell you what you need in the answers and trust yourself 

● DBQ needs: 

○ Time period context (p,s,e outside of prompt) 

○ Strong thesis that answers the whole question 

○ 4/5 documents 

■ 2 regular analysis 

■ 2 EA 

○ 2 Outside evidence that supports your thesis 

○ Synthesis that supports your claim 

■ Same time period, different event 



■ Similar event, different time period 

■ Continuity and change caused by event 

● Your best bet is to ALWAYS tie everything back to the prompt! 

● Specific evidence is your best friend. The more you can (correctly) capitalize, the more 

knowledge you are demonstrating 

● Figure out what the question is specifically asking so you can address all parts of the question. 

This is super easy to miss when you are in a rush. Here is are other ways to look at common 

prompts: 

 

What it says... What it means... 

Analyze Apprise or evaluate. Don’t summarize, find ways 

to tell information with a critical eye. 

In what ways... Provide a narrative 

Compare and Contrast What is the same? What is different? And why? 

Assess the validity Is it true or false 

Evaluate Determine the success or failure by ranking 

To what extent Accept the validity of premise and then rank 

Assess the influence of Rank the significance of 

Explain List the events and explain the significance 

Identify Who are they and why is each significant 

Identify a trend What is going on in general, not a specific event 

and note the significance 

 

So where to start studying?  

Below are old AP prompts from the last 20 years that fit in with the time period we know the DBQ will 

be on. See which you can answer, and begin to organize your notes within these time periods. 

 

Unit 3:  1754-1800 

1. Development of American Identity:  1750-1776 

2. Continuity and change:  Slavery 1776-1852  

3. Repubilcan Motherhood and Cult of Domesticity:  1770s-1860 

4. Impact of Revolution on American Society:  1775-1800 

5. Impact of French and Indian War on America’s relationship with England:  1754-1763 

6. Effectiveness of the Articles of Confederation:  1781-1790 

 

Unit 4:  1800-1848 

1. Strict construction vs. broad interpretation n the presidencies of Jefferson and Madison: 

1801-1817 

2. Change in political participation and campaigns 1815-1840 

3. Accuracy of the name “Era of Good Feeling”:  1815-1825 

4. Reform movements and expansion of democracy:  1825-1850 



 

Unit 5:  1844-1877 

1. Political Compromise:  1820-1860 

2. Debate over territorial expansion:  1800-1855 

3. African Americans impact on the Civil War:  1861-1870 

4. Compare and contrast Manifest Destiny and Imperialism 

 

Unit 6:  1865-1898 

1. Was Reconstruction revolutionary:  1865-1877 

2. Growth of American Business and its impact on economy and politics:  1870-1900 

3. Success of organized labor:  1875-1900 

4. Changes in Farming:  1865-1900 

 

Unit 7:  1890-1945 

1. Change in the position of women:  1890-1925 

2. Tensions resulting from immigration and government response:  1880-1925 

3. Success of Progressive policies at the national level:  1900-1920 

4. Conflict between modern ideals and traditional values:  1920s 

5. Change in American Foreign Policy:  1920-1941 

6. Effectiveness of the New Deal:  1929-1941 

 

 

And a visual that took me too long to make: 

 


